LECTUKE TWENTY-SECOND.

THE GENERAL CHAEACTEB OF THE PHILOSOPHY
OP PLOTINUS.

PLOTIKUS is one of the greatest names in the history
of philosophy, the classical representative of one of
the main lines of human thought; he is the Mystic
par excellence. And what makes his Mysticism more
important is that he presents it as the ultimate
result of the whole development of Greek philosophy.
Further, if we look to the development of thought
after Plotinus, we can see that it was mainly through
him, and through St. Augustine as influenced by
him, "that Mysticism passed into Christian Theology
and became an important element in the religion
of the middle ages and of the modern world.

"What is Mysticism ? It is religion in its most
concentrated and exclusive form; it is that attitude
of the mind in which all other relations are swallowed
up in the relation of the soul to God. This con-
ception may become more intelligible if we recall